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tion of the British conquerors when the province of Cuttack,
in which the temple is situated, was annexed; and in observ-
ance of this pledge a large sum of money was paid yearly to
the Brahinans by assignment of the revenue from certain
tracts. In 1845 it was proposed to commute this assignment
once for all by a grant of land in perpetuity; upon which a
high official in Bengal minuted that this was a mere device of
Christians by profession who wanted to conciliate the Hindu,
and at the same time " to secure themselves against the exe-
cration of their fellow-Christians by presenting their oblation
to an idol under the cover of a perpetual endowment/* instead
of undergoing the annual disgrace of a money-payment.* This
uncomfortable aspect of the proposal did not in the end pre-
vail, for certain lands were conveyed to a Hereditary Superin-
tendent in trust for the Temple;. but the Court of Directors
forbade the usual posting of police inside the building to keep
order on great festivals; while the missionaries charged our
hapless Government with encouraging "the vilest character-
istics of Hindu idolatry," and with directly subsidizing "a large
idolatrous establishment which tends to perpetuate intellec-
tual and moral debasement."! Thus the High Christian party
was.no longer satisfied that Government had ceased to overlook
the employment of religious funds; it now required that the
allowances themselves should be stopped I (not, however, that
their estates should be confiscated); and when it was proposed
to escape the scandal of periodical disbursements by a grant
of land, they retorted that this was merely to perpetuate and
plant an abuse which ought to be uprooted. At the same
time many natives cried aloud that Government was shirking
its duties, throwing their religious institutions into confusion
by declining to administer them, impoverishing them by cur-
tailing on inadequate reasons the customary grants, and con-
fiscating them by rigorous investigations into right and title,

* Parliamentary Papers.                       were actually being enjoyed under valid

t Parliamentary Papers, 1852.              authority at tfie time when a province

$ It will be understood that only     came into British hands
those allowances were continued which